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AB - Five distinct membrane-type matrix meta I loprote i nases (MT-MMP) have 

been reported by cDNA cloning. However, the mt4-mmp gene product (MMP- 
17) has not been identified yet in spite of the cDNA isolation [Puente 
et al. (1996), Cancer Res. 56. 944-949]. In this study, we re-examined 
the transcripts for human mt4-mmp by 5" RACE and identified two types 
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71 kDa translation products. Thus, functional mt4-mmp has been 
identified for the first time. 
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